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The history of US Spacesuit development and use is rich with information on lessons learned, and constitutes 
a valuable legacy to those designing spacesuits for the future, as well as educators, students and the general 
public. The genesis of lessons learned is best understood by studying the evolution of past spacesuit programs 
– how the challenges and pressures of the times influenced the direction of the various spacesuit programs. 
This paper will show how the legacy of various programs evolved in response to these forces. Important 
aspects of how this rich U.S. spacesuit legacy is being preserved today will be described, including the 
archiving of spacesuit hardware, important documents, videos, oral history, and the rapidly expanding US 
Spacesuit Knowledge Capture program.   
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